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road, General Sherman not only gave him leave cordially,
but he also spontaneously promised him all possible assist-
ance, and General Dodge has testified, in an elaborate paper,
that he does not see how he could have built the road ex-
cept with the countenance and support which he received
from General Sherman, as the Indians were then a power
on the plains.

"In the summer of 1869, twenty years after his first letter
on the subject, General Sherman stood in the War Depart-
ment, and heard the strokes from an electric bell, which
announced the successive blows of the hammer on the last
spike in the construction of the road, and he told me that
in view of his long interest m the enterprise, he felt, as he
himself put it, as if the Lord might come for him then."

General Cyrus Bussey, assistant Secretary of the Inte-
rior, was an old comrade and close friend of Sherman, and
he said of him :

" I first met General Sherman at Benton Barracks, Mo.,
in November, 1861. I had reported there with a.full regi-
ment of cavalry. General Sherman had just assumed com-
mand, after having been relieved in Kentucky under a
cloud, being charged with insanity, I spent many even-
ings with the General at his headquarters, and received
from him many valuable lessons which greatly aided me as
an officer of' the Army during all my subsequent services.
During the siege of Vicksburg I was chief of cavalry, and
served immediately under General Sherman's command.
I saw much of him during the siege, and led the advance
of his army m the campaign to Jackson, against Joe John-
ston's army, immediately after the fall of Vicksburg. After
the enemy was routed and driven out of the country my
command occupied the rear, and General Shefman accom-
panied me both on the advance and on the return to ourn's instruc-ld herored him, as was there original than any other speaker,emy, counties, a flourishing little town
